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1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

 

The idea of twinning the London Borough of Hounslow with the Palestinian cities of Ramallah 

and El Bireh was first mooted by some members of staff and students at St Mary’s College, 

Twickenham. The college’s student union had developed links with the University of Birzeit, a 

Higher Education institution in the Ramallah district. 

 

A steering group was established to progress the project, and sufficient funds were raised to 

organise a visit to Ramallah and El Bireh by a group of Hounslow residents, including the then 

Leader of the Council, Dave Wetzel, several councillors, and a local primary school teacher. 

 

Following this visit, the Leader of the Council submitted a motion to the Hounslow Borough 

Council meeting held on 5th July 1988. 

 

 

Motion to Council, 5th July 1988 

 

“Hounslow Council agrees to twin with the municipalities of Ramallah and El Bireh on the West 

Bank on the following basis:- 

 

1) To provide moral and practical support for these communities’ efforts to achieve 

democratic local government and civil rights. 

2) To increase the awareness within our community in Hounslow of the problems faced 

by the communities of Ramallah and El Bireh. 

3) To promote cultural and social links between our communities. 

4) To promote the cause of all those struggling for a just and lasting peace in the area. 

 

Further, we extend an invitation to the elected councillors of Ramallah and El Bireh to send a 

representative to Hounslow to address the Council at a future meeting.” 

 

The motion was agreed by Council. 

 

 

Council Meeting 7th March 1989 

 

Further work was undertaken to develop a constitution for the twinning committee, and the 

Council’s Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 14th February 1989 

reported the following to the 7th March 1989 Council Meeting - 

 

“Re: Town Twinning – Ramallah and El Bireh Proposed Association 

 

The Council in July 1988 agreed to twin with the municipalities of Ramallah and El Bireh on the 

West Bank. A Town Twinning Steering Group was subsequently established and a draft 

constitution produced for a twinning association for the West Bank link - to be called 

Hounslow-Ramallah/El Bireh Twinning Association. 

 

The Committee has 

• Approved the draft Constitution of the Hounslow-Ramallah/El Bireh Twinning 

Association 

• Approved the free use of accommodation at the Civic Centre in accordance with the 

agreed policy 

• Noted that the Leisure Services Committee has agreed to free use of relevant 

accommodation under their control in accordance with the agreed policy 
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The inaugural meeting of the Association to enable the members to adopt the constitution 

and appoint their own officers will be arranged in due course. 

 

The Committee recommends:- 

• That the Council nominates 3 representatives to serve on the Executive Committee of 

the Association.” 

 

The recommendations were adopted and 3 councillors duly appointed to serve on the 

Executive committee of the Association. 

 

 

Council Meeting, 14th November 1989 

 

Minutes record “The Mayor welcomed to Hounslow the Reverend Rantisi, the Deputy Mayor 

of Ramallah and invited him to address the meeting. Rev. Rantisi spoke of the life faced by his 

people in the West Bank and he thanked Hounslow for their interest and support.” 

 

 

The Twinning Association 

 

The twinning association that came into being organised a range of activities in the following 

years including - 

 

• A subsequent visit to the West Bank by a group of residents 

• A performance at the Civic Centre of a Palestinian dance troupe 

• A photographic exhibition 

• A public debate on the Oslo Accords. 

 

Following the 1993 Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements 

(popularly know as the Oslo Accords), a local authority was re-established in Ramallah in 1996 

headed by Mayor Issa Ziyadeh. This body was appointed by the Palestinian Authority. 

 

In 2005 multi-party local elections were held for the first time in over a quarter of a century, 

and Janet Michael was elected Mayor by majority decision. 

 

The Twinning Committee appears to have become inactive in the mid-1990s, and the Head of 

Democratic Services has been unable to locate any contemporary records of activity. 
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2. ONGOING RECOGNITION OF THE TWINNING 

 

 

Local Government Association Database 

 

The LGA claims its database of Twin Towns is updated daily. It lists Hounslow’s twinning with 

Ramallah - http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/twinning/twin-town-search.do . 

 

 

London Borough of Hounslow Website 

 

The London Borough of Hounslow’s official website included, until late 2009, a page on Town 

Twinning and listed Hounslow’s four Twin Towns. The page is reproduced below. 
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Recognition by the Council’s Current Administration 

 

The extract below is taken from the minutes of a meeting of the Borough Council held at the 

Civic Centre on Tuesday 28th November 2006.  
 
Councillor Carey asked the following question: Would the Leader of the Council please explain the new 
Administration's policy towards Town Twinning? 
 
Councillor Thompson, Leader of the Council, referred to the Council’s decisions over the years to twin with 
Issy-les-Moulineaux, a suburb of Paris, Lahore & Jalandhar, Leningradski (now renamed) and Ramallah in the 
West Bank. There had been little or no activity in relation to the latter two twinning arrangements in recent 
years. In relation to the oldest twinning arrangement with Issy, the Borough’s schools had established regular 
student exchange visits with schools in Paris. The committee overseeing the twinning with Lahore/Jalandhar had 
requested the Council to engage in further activities, but in the difficult financial climate faced by the Council, it 
was not considered appropriate to allocate new resources to these activities. The Council could, however, 
provide support in kind, such as allowing the committee to hire accommodation at the Civic Centre without 
charge, sending councillors and appropriate staff to meetings if they were available, and receiving occasional 
visits from dignitaries. Councillor Thompson felt the Council could not commit to becoming engaged to any 
greater degree, and this represented the Administration’s policy towards town twinning at this stage. 
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3. BEGINNING OF THE INITIATIVE TO REVIVE THE LINK 

 

 

5th January 2009 - E-mail to the Leader of the Council 

 
Councillor Peter Thompson, Leader of the Council 
London Borough of Hounslow 
 
Dear Cllr Thompson, 
 
I write as a co-opted member of the Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring), with regard to the recent 
and ongoing events in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
 
I note from the Council’s website that the London Borough of Hounslow is ‘twinned’ with ‘Ramallah, 
Palestine’, with twinning described as a ‘friendship agreement involving co-operation between two communities 
in different countries’. 
 
You will be aware that Ramallah is the unofficial capital of the Palestinian Authority, which was established to 
govern the territories of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  
 
While Ramallah and the West Bank remain under occupation, the 1.5 million inmates of the Gaza Strip have 
been suffering under a medieval-style siege for the last year and a half, and the assaults of the last ten days have 
resulted in the killing over 500 people and the wounding of 2500. 
 
I would hope that the London Borough of Hounslow will have sent the people of its twin town of Ramallah an 
expression of sympathy and concern, if not solidarity, for their compatriots and kinsfolk at this difficult time. 
 
I should be grateful if you would let me know what official communications and other efforts have been made 
over the last eighteen months and in particular over the last week. 
 
Regards,  
 
Aun Qurashi, 
Co-opted Member, Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring). 
 

 

15th January 2009 - Speech to Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring). 

 

At a meeting of the Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring) on Thursday 15th January 

2009, Aun Qurashi, Co-opted Member, made the speech reproduced below. 

 
“Current events in the Middle East recently jogged my memory about Hounslow’s twin towns. The Council’s 
website confirms that the London Borough of Hounslow is twinned with the town of Ramallah, in Palestine. 
Ramallah is the administrative capital of the Palestinian Authority, which consists of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.  
 
Hounslow has been formally twinned with Ramallah for over twenty years, and is one of only two, possibly 
three, Local Authorities in the UK to be twinned with a Palestinian city. This makes the link particularly 
precious, and especially so at a time when the situation in that part of the world is so awful.  
 
Twinning is described on the Council’s website as - “a friendship agreement involving co-operation between two 

communities in different countries, endorsed by both local authorities.” It goes on to say that “the twinned 

communities can organise projects and activities around a range of issues and develop an understanding of 

historical, cultural and lifestyle similarities and differences.”. I have made various enquiries, but it seems that 
although the relationship between Hounslow and Ramallah exists on paper, the reality is that there has been no 
communication or other exchange for many years. 
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It makes me feel particularly uncomfortable, that at a time when the people of Ramallah are having to bear the 
grief of the deaths of over a thousand of their compatriots and kinsfolk, that its twin town should remain silent, 
not offering a word of concern or condolence. 
 
I’m reminded of something Terry Waite talked about after his release from nearly five years in captivity, 
referring to a postcard he had received from a sympathetic lady in Bedford, during his incarceration. He 
explained that even the simplest gesture of support from the outside world can give tremendous hope to people 
who feel they are suffering alone. “Never underestimate the power of a postcard” was how he summed it up. 
 
Whether the London Borough of Hounslow should send just a postcard, an e-mail or a letter, I don’t know. But I 
do know that it’s not right to claim to be a friend and do nothing. Perhaps this might even be an opportunity for 
cultural links between Hounslow and Ramallah to be revived. I believe there would be a tremendous level of 
support for this in Hounslow. 
 
I’d welcome comments from other members of the Committee on how we might go forward from here, but I 
would also like to stress that friendship agreements between towns and cities are based on culture and humanity, 
and as such this should not be seen as a political matter.” 
 

In response to the speech, Councillor John Connelly advised that he had been involved in 

the original town twinning process in the late 1980s. He explained that the key to the process 

was that all town twinning was done by residents through the establishment of a twinning 

committee. He felt that it was within the remit of the Committee to encourage Mr Qurashi to 

seek to establish a residents’ committee, which could be advertised through the Area 

Committee. He went on to explain that the connection had always been through the Mayor, 

who was the non-political head of the Council and could take the process forward. 

Councillor Connelly recalled that activities and exchanges had taken place with Ramallah, 

but that it had been some time ago. He advised that if a town twinning committee were 

established, he would be able to offer advice and provide contacts. 

Councillor Connelly suggested that Mr Qurashi seek advice from the Head of Democratic 

Services on constitutional matters in terms of setting up a committee.  

 

 

16th January 2009 - Meeting with Head of Democratic Services 

 

Aun Qurashi met with Thomas Ribbits, the Council’s Head of Democratic Services, to discuss 

the twinning link. Thomas Ribbits said he would make enquiries into the constitutional position 

and advise accordingly.  

 

 

19th February 2009 - Response from Head of Democratic Services 

 
Dear Mr Qurashi 
 
It was very nice to meet you the other day at the Civic Centre when you came to see me to discuss your request 
that the Council consider reviving its former town twinning relationship with Ramallah.   
 
As I said at that time, I intended to speak to Mr Terry Welsh, the Borough Solicitor, to discuss the legal basis of 
town twinning links, and then to Councillor Peter Thompson, the Leader of the Council, to seek the views of the 
current Council Administration on town twinning in general. 
 
In accordance with that, I first spoke to Mr Welsh.  He advised that there was no statutory basis to town twinning 
and the arrangements that have been made by local authorities in the United Kingdom were not underpinned by 
law but in fact merely gestures.  There is no legal requirement to do anything in relation to town twinning and so 
it is entirely for councillors to determine what, if anything, the relationship should involve - and this of course 
could change over time. 
 
I then spoke to Councillor Thompson on the matter.  He told me that the current Administration was principally 
concerned with focussing on the residents of Hounslow and working to improve their lives locally and so it was 
unlikely to want to revive the town twinning relationships.  He noted also that none of the administrative areas 
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with which Hounslow is twinned had made any approaches to the borough in some time, so there seemed to be 
little wish on either side to leave the relationships as anything other than dormant. 
 
I appreciate that this will be disappointing to you.  However, Councillor Thompson did say that should the Area 
Monitoring Committee on which you sit wish to make a reference to the Executive with a specific request about 
town twinning, it was very welcome to do so and any such request would be considered in the usual way. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Thomas Ribbits  
Head of Democratic Services  
London Borough of Hounslow  
Civic Centre 
Lampton Road 
Hounslow 
TW3 4DN  
020 8583 2251  
Thomas.ribbits@hounslow.gov.uk  
Website: www.hounslow.gov.uk  
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4. FORMING A ‘STEERING GROUP’ 

 

 

The Steering Group 

 

Following a period of informal discussions amongst Borough residents, a ‘Steering Group’ 

consisting of interested individuals was set up in March 2009 with the aim of reviving the 

dormant twinning link between Hounslow and Ramallah. Members of the Steering Group met 

with the Palestinian Ambassador on 6th May 2009, who agreed to assist with making contact 

with the Mayor of Ramallah.  

 

 

21st May 2009 - Update to Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring) 

 

Aun Qurashi updated the Area Committee with news of the formation of the Steering Group 

and its aims. 

 

 

5th June 2009 - Letter to the Palestinian Ambassador 

 

A letter outlining the interest and aims behind reviving the historic twinning relationship was 

sent to the Palestinian Ambassador by the Steering Group, as below. 

 

 

Steering Group for Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Relationship  
61A Kingsley Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 1QB 

 
5th June 2009 

 
His Excellency Professor Manuel Hassassian,  
Palestinian Ambassador to the United Kingdom, 
The Palestinian General Delegation, 
5 Galena Road, 
Hammersmith, 
LONDON,  
W6 0LT. 
 
Dear Professor Hassassian, 
 
Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Relationship 

 
Thank you for meeting with members of our group at the Embassy on the 6th of May.  
 
We were very encouraged by your positive comments and are grateful for your offer to pass on details of our 
initiative to Janet Mikhail, the Mayor of Ramallah.  
 
The London Borough of Hounslow and Ramallah City were formally twinned in the late 1980s. Various 
exchanges took place in the early stages of the relationship, but links unfortunately became inactive after a time 
and this remains the situation today.  
 
Although the twinning link only survives on paper, it is still noted on the respective websites of the London 
Borough of Hounslow and the UK Local Government Association. We value the fact that ‘Hounslow-Ramallah’ 
remains the only twinning link with a Palestinian town or city in the whole of England to be officially recognised 
at Local Authority level.  
 
There is today a tremendous desire among people in Hounslow to revive our town’s friendship with Ramallah, 
and a number of individuals have come together to form a ‘steering group’ to try and achieve this.  
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We feel that renewed links would be of benefit to both our communities at many levels, and especially in the 
following areas -  
 
• Schools/Children - The prospect of making links with primary and secondary schools in Ramallah would be 

seen as a wonderful learning opportunity by many of our schools. 
• Youth/Students - There are many youth and student organisations in Hounslow interested in the potential of 

participating in youth projects with similar groups in Ramallah.  
• Community/Sports - The borough’s premiere football team, Brentford FC, has recently won promotion to 

League One of the English football league. 
• Arts/Culture - Hounslow is one of the most culturally diverse communities in England - the opportunity to 

learn more about Palestinian arts and culture would be warmly welcomed. 
• Mothers’/Women’s groups - A number of such groups operate in Hounslow and are keen to communicate 

with their counterparts in Ramallah to share life experiences. 
 
We hope you will agree that there is much to be gained from reviving our twinning link. 
 
To officially revive the Hounslow-Ramallah twinning relationship on our side, our steering group intends to 
make a formal request to the London Borough of Hounslow’s Council ‘Executive’ for the ‘Hounslow-Ramallah 
Twinning Committee’ to be re-established within the Council. Should the Executive, after due consideration of 
the benefits, implications and level of local interest, agree to the re-establishing of this committee, the way will 
be open for communications and exchanges between our two communities to flow once again.  
 
We have provisionally defined the aims of the twinning committee as follows -  
 
“The aims of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Committee are to encourage and assist in the 

development of friendship and understanding between the people of Hounslow and the people of 

Ramallah.  

 

The Committee intends to do this through the exchange of messages and other forms of communication on 

behalf of the two communities, and also through assisting in ‘penpal’ links, educational programmes and 

cultural exchanges between schoolchildren, students and people of all ages in Hounslow and their 

counterparts in Ramallah.”  
 
We are, of course, hoping that the Ramallah Municipality, on behalf of the people of Ramallah, will also be 
desirous of renewing our historic link. We regard Ramallah as an old friend with whom we have sadly lost touch 
over the years, and we very much hope that Ramallah will accept the sincere extending of our hand of friendship 
again after all this time.  
 
Professor, it would be of great value to our cause to have a positive expression of interest directly from Ramallah 
with respect to the idea of reviving the twinning link. Being in possession of a communication such as this would 
carry much weight when our proposal is presented to the Executive of the London Borough of Hounslow. 
 
We therefore request your kind assistance in forwarding details of our initiative and desire to the Mayor of 
Ramallah, in the hope that we might in due course receive a reply expressing the wish of the people of Ramallah 
also to revive the twinning link and their recognition of the mutual benefits of doing so. 
 
We thank you again for your assistance in this endeavour, and we hope for a successful outcome for the benefit 
of both our communities. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-ordinator 
 
Nourine Ahmad, John Connelly, Nosheen Karim Özcan, Hugo MacPherson, Nisar Malik, Omar Mulbocus, 
Yasmin Mulbocus, Alison Wernberg-Møller. 
 
Steering Group for Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Relationship. 
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20th June 2009 - Letter from the Mayor of Ramallah 

 

A letter was sent by the Mayor of Ramallah to the Mayor of Hounslow, reproduced below. 
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16th July 2009 - E-mail to the Mayor of Hounslow 

 

An e-mail was sent by the Steering Group to the Mayor of Hounslow (reproduced below). 

 
Councillor Paul Lynch, Mayor  
London Borough of Hounslow 
 
Dear Councillor Lynch, 
 
Reviving the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Committee 
 
I write with regard to the current initiative for revival of the dormant Hounslow-Ramallah twinning relationship, 
of which you may be aware. 
 
As a co-opted member of the Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring), I raised the matter of 
Hounslow’s link with Ramallah at the Monitoring meeting of January 2009. I subsequently had discussions with 
the Head of Democratic Services and Councillors on the possibility of reviving the Twinning Committee.  
 
Due to the level of public interest, an informal “Steering Group for Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning 

Committee” was formed in April. The group exists entirely outside the Council, but in the interests of 
transparency the Council was kept updated about the initiative at the Monitoring Committee meeting in May 
2009. 
 
We wrote to the Palestinian Ambassador following a meeting with him, in an entirely private capacity, 
confirming our desire to revive relations with Ramallah. A copy of that letter is attached for your information.  
 
We had hoped for a reply from Ramallah to be sent directly to us, to assist the initiative. It appears, however, that 
the Mayor of Ramallah has written directly to yourself, as Mayor of Hounslow. A copy of this letter has been 
forwarded to us today (attached). This was not our expectation or intention, and we apologise for any confusion 
that may have been caused. 
 
Our group hopes to address the Council after the summer recess with a request for revival of the Hounslow-
Ramallah Twinning Committee.  
 
We are pleased that you will now have good background knowledge of our initiative and we would appreciate 
any advice, comments or opportunity for discussion.  
 
Please also do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like clarification on any aspect the 
twinning revival request. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-ordinator  (020 8570 7116) 
Steering Group for Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Committee. 
 

 

23rd July 2009 - Update to Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring) 

 

Aun Qurashi updated the Area Committee with news of the initiative, circulating copies of 

correspondence from the Mayor of Ramallah, and e-mail correspondence from the Steering 

Group to the Mayor of Hounslow. 

Aun Qurashi requested the Chair’s assistance in arranging a meeting between the Steering 

Group and the Mayor of Hounslow, and any other interested Members of the Committee. 

 

 

26th August 2009 - E-mail from the Mayor of Hounslow 

 

An e-mail was received from the Mayor of Hounslow, as below. 
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Dear Mr Qurashi 
 
Thank you for email dated 17th July 2009 to Councillor Paul Lynch, the Mayor of the London Borough of 
Hounslow, in which you advised him of your wish to approach the Council’s Executive in order to establish a 
new Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Committee. Please do accept my apologies for the delay in responding to 
you.  
 
The Mayor has been made aware that you raised the issue of the new twinning committee at the meeting of the 
Central Hounslow Area (Monitoring) Committee meeting in July.  He is also aware of the letter sent by Ms Janet 
Michael, the Mayor of Ramallah, to him suggesting that the Council was interested in reviving the town 
twinning link with the Municipality of Ramallah.   He has since responded wishing the Mayor well but 
confirming the current policy of the London Borough of Hounslow that it wishes to leave its town twinning 
relationships dormant.  In addition, he has noted your direct request to His Excellency, Professor Hassassian, the 
Palestinian Ambassador, asking him to write to the Mayor of Ramallah to confirm details of interest in the idea 
of reviving the town twinning link and regrets that this has left Ms Michael with a mistaken impression of the 
Council’s intentions. 
 
Finally, the Mayor has asked me to point out that the role of the Mayor in Hounslow is strictly non-political and 
so it would be inappropriate for him to comment on your suggestions and proposals.  He does however note your 
intention to approach the Executive of the Council with your ideas; as this is the principal decision making body 
of the Council, he considers that this would be the correct way to proceed. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Julie Davies  
PA to the Mayor 
  
London Borough of Hounslow 
Civic Centre  
Lampton Road  
Hounslow  
TW3 4DN  
  
Tel: 020 8583 2243 
Fax: 020 8583 2252 
Email: julie.davies@hounslow.gov.uk 
Web www.hounslow.gov.uk 
 

 

31st December 2009 - Letter to the Mayor of Ramallah 

 

 

Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Revival Group 

61A Kingsley Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 1QB 
 

31st December 2009 
 
Janet Michael, Mayor of Ramallah, 
Ramallah Municipality, PO Box 3,  
RAMALLAH, 
Palestine. 
 
Dear Mrs Michael, 
 
Revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Relationship 

 
We write with regard to our project for revival of the Hounslow-Ramallah twinning relationship, and we hope 
that this letter finds you and the citizens of Ramallah in good health and spirits.  
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As you will be aware, our group met with Professor Hassassian last summer to discuss the initiative. The 
ambassador was kind enough to give us advice and pass on details to yourself. We appreciate the positive and 
welcoming letter you then sent to the Mayor of Hounslow, Councillor Paul Lynch, a copy of which was 
forwarded to us by the Palestinian Embassy.  
 
We have subsequently learnt with some disappointment that the present administration at the London Borough of 
Hounslow does not regard the revival of twinning links as a priority, and that Councillor Lynch has written to 
you to advise of the Council’s preference to leave the relationship with Ramallah ‘dormant’. 
 
Councillor Lynch has, however, noted our intention to approach the Council’s ‘Executive’ with our proposal to 
revive relations. The Executive is the principal decision-making body of the London Borough of Hounslow, and 
the Mayor considers this the correct way to proceed.  
 
We strongly believe that the only twinning link with a Palestinian town or city to be officially recognised at 
Local Authority level in the whole of England should not be allowed to remain inactive. The potential benefits to 
both our communities are too important to forego, and it therefore remains our intention to present our formal 
request to the Executive in the new year. 
 
We are currently in the process of gathering letters of support from local community groups, schools and 
organisations. We hope to use these to increase publicity for the initiative and ultimately to convince our Council 
of the value of formally reviving relations with Ramallah. 
 
Your own support would be of great value to the campaign, and we very much hope that it will be possible for us 
to receive words of encouragement and advice directly from you. 
 
We hope to hear from you soon, and we send all the people of Ramallah and Palestine our best wishes and hopes 
for success in 2010. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-ordinator  (info@aqq.co.uk  020 8570 7116) 
 
(cc HE Professor Manuel Hassassian) 
 
 
Nourine Ahmad, John Connelly, Temoor Khan, Hugo MacPherson, Nisar Malik, Omar Mulbocus, Yasmin Mulbocus, Nosheen Karim 
Özcan, Aun Qurashi, Alison Wernberg-Møller - Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Revival Group. 

 

 

January 2010 - Gathering Expressions of Support 

 

The Steering Group embarked upon a campaign of writing letters to places of worship, 

secondary schools and community groups throughout the Borough to seek expressions of 

interest in, and support for, the twinning revival initiative. 

 

Numerous expressions of support were received in response from across the Borough.  

 

Selected extracts from these responses are reproduced in the section for 15th February 2010. 

 

 

February 2010 - Forming the Twinning Association 

 

As the next step in the twinning revival process, the Steering Group began moves to form the 

“Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association”. The initiative was publicised via an internet-based 

‘Facebook’ group and in the local press. 

 

A press-cutting is reproduced below. 
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8th February 2010 - E-mail to the Mayor of Hounslow 

 
Councillor Paul Lynch, Mayor  
London Borough of Hounslow 
 
Dear Councillor Lynch, 
 

Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Revival 

 
With reference to the above, you may have read in Friday’s Hounslow Chronicle of the wonderful level of 
support and encouragement our twinning revival initiative has received over the last few weeks.  
 
A date has now been fixed for a meeting at which the new “Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association” will be 
formally constituted. We hope to discuss some of the practical benefits of the twinning for both communities and 
potential twinning projects for the future.  
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We would be honoured if you were able to attend, particularly as the Association’s proposed Constitution, in line 
with previous twinnings of the London Borough of Hounslow, states that the Mayor of Hounslow shall be 
invited to serve as Honorary President of the Association during his/her year of office.  
 
I attach a leaflet with further details, but please do not hesitate to contact me or one of my colleagues on the 
telephone numbers given if you would like further information.   
 
Regards, 
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-ordinator. 
 

 

8th February 2010 - E-Mail Response from the Mayor of Hounslow 

 
Dear Aun Qurashi 
The Mayor of Hounslow, Councilor Paul Lynch, thanks you for the kind invitation to attend the above 
engagement, but regrets due to a prior commitment; he will be unable to attend. The Mayor also thanks you for 
your offer to serve as Honorary President of the Association during his year of office but will have to decline.   
 
Kind regards  
 
Julie Davies  
PA to the Mayor 
  
London Borough of Hounslow 
Civic Centre  
Lampton Road  
Hounslow  
TW3 4DN  
  
 

12th February 2010 - Cuttings from Local Press 

 

Press-cuttings from the Hounslow Chronicle are reproduced below. 
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9th February 2010 - Update to Central Hounslow Area Committee (Monitoring) 
 

An extract from the Minutes of the meeting is reproduced below. 
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-optee, advised that Hounslow Ramallah Town Twinning Association would be having a meeting on 
the following Monday, where it was hoped that the Association would be officially inaugurated and then able to seek 
recognition from the Council. 
  
Councillor McGregor advised Mr Qurashi to discuss the issue with the Leader of the Council. 

 

 

10th February 2010 - E-mail to the Leader of the Council 

 
Councillor Peter Thompson, Leader of the Council 
London Borough of Hounslow 
 
Dear Cllr Thompson, 
 
Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Revival 

 
I hope you are well.  
 
Yesterday evening at the Civic Centre I was asked by your colleague, Cllr Gerald McGregor, to get in touch with 
you as you would like to discuss some aspects of our twinning revival initiative. Incidentally, Cllr McGregor 
said he has links with a school for blind girls in Ramallah and he wishes our initiative well. 
 
Please contact me directly if there is anything you are concerned about and would like to talk about. For your 
information, we have a very diverse group of supporters, including Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and 
agnostic, and have also had expressions of encouragement from Hounslow Councillors of Conservative, Liberal 
Democrat, Labour and Independent affiliations.  
 
This is a genuine, broad-based, non-political initiative in the true spirit of town twinning, and I have done my 
best to be fully transparent with the Council throughout. I would be happy to meet you either this week or during 
the weekend, at your convenience, and would also be happy to reassure you as to my own personal motivations 
and credentials. 
 
Regards,  
 
Aun Qurashi, Co-ordinator.  (020 8570 7116) 
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15th February 2010 - Letter from the Mayor of Ramallah 
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5. INAUGURATION OF THE “HOUNSLOW-RAMALLAH TWINNING ASSOCIATION” 

 

 

15th February 2010 - Inaugural Meeting of the “Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association” 

 

A summary of the Inaugural Meeting, at which the new Association was formally constituted, 

is reproduced below, together with the Association’s logo. 

 

 

 
 

 
Minutes of the  
Inaugural Meeting of the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association 
Monday 15

th
 February 2010 (6.30pm - 8.30pm) at 

The Millennium Hall, St Mary’s Parish Centre, Osterley Road, Isleworth, Middlesex. 

 

(approximately 45 attendees) 
 
Aun Qurashi welcomed the assembled guests and gave the inaugural address, reproduced below. 
 
“Hounslow was officially twinned with Ramallah in the late 1980s. Very few records survive of the twinning 
activities and projects that took place in those early days, but we do know, through one long-serving Councillor 
who was part of that original initiative, that there was at least one official visit to Ramallah by representatives of 
Hounslow Council and a number of subsequent link-ups and events. For various reasons, however, active links 
were not maintained long-term, and Hounslow and Ramallah lost touch with each other. But once you’re 
twinned you can’t de-twin, and the seeds had been sown for a revival more than twenty years later.  
 
As I’m sure you’ve all been made aware by now, ‘Hounslow-Ramallah’ holds the proud distinction of being the 
only twinning link with a Palestinian town or city in the whole of England to have been ‘officially’ constituted at 
Local Authority level. There are two other ‘official’ twinnings in the UK, both in Scotland, namely Dundee-

Nablus (which was the first) and Glasgow-Bethlehem. Apart from these ‘official’ twins there are numerous 
friendship groups and twinning initiatives between UK and Palestinian towns, some of which are striving for the 
bonus of official status with their local authority, some of which are perfectly happy to carry on without, but all 
doing fantastic work, and the majority benefitting from being part of an organisation called the ‘Twinning with 

Palestine’ network. 
 
Now, in January of last year, atrocious things were happening in Palestine - specifically Gaza. This led to a 
request being made in one of Hounslow Council’s committee meetings along the lines that shouldn’t Hounslow, 
being an old friend of Ramallah, be at least sending a letter or other communication of condolence or concern, to 
ask after the compatriots and relatives of the people of Ramallah (which is the administrative capital of 
Palestine) who were trapped in such a tragic situation? Something as simple as a letter, at that time of great need, 
would have meant a great deal to those who were suffering and thinking that the world was blind to their plight. 
 
Sadly, the Council’s line was that its links with Ramallah were ‘dormant’ and that there was no intention to 
change this. So nothing was sent.  
 
Well, to some individual members of the Council, and to some individual residents, allowing the old friendship 
to stay ‘dormant’ just wasn’t acceptable. So we formed a ‘steering group’ to revive it ourselves - and potentially 
achieve much more than just the sending of a letter.  
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In the months that followed we gained encouragement and advice from various people, including the 
Ambassador and others who are here this evening. We also managed to make initial contact with Ramallah 
Municipality which resulted in a letter from Janet Michael, the Mayor of Ramallah, expressing her delight at 
Hounslow’s interest in reviving relations, and stressing the importance of encouraging the development of 
friendship, co-operation and understanding between the two communities. 
 
Grassroots support for the initiative of reviving the “Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association” grew, with a 
dedicated core of individuals on the steering group spreading the word around the Borough.  
 
Our last round of campaigning, which has enabled the initiative to reach the critical mass of properly setting up 
the new Association, resulted in some wonderful letters being received from schools, places of worship and other 
organisations.  
 
I have the consent of some of the writers to share their kind words with you this evening - to ‘name and praise’. 
Here are just five examples out of many -  
 
• From the Deputy Headteacher of Brentford School for Girls, who says - 
“We currently have a partnership with a school in Rwanda and very much value the contribution that this makes 

to enriching our school community. We would fully support establishing this partnership with Ramallah and 

would be keen to be more involved in the project.” 
 
• From Father Tony Convery, parish priest of St Michael & St Martin’s RC Church in Hounslow (incidentally 

one of a number of Catholic, Church of England and Evangelical Churches that wrote to support us), who 
says -  

“The rich diversity of our town has become in itself a lesson in the possibilities of co-operation and harmony 

between people of many different traditions and ethnic backgrounds. The concerns of the international 

community are reflected day by day in the lives of Hounslow citizens and it is of great importance that we 

nurture our relationships with towns and cities in other parts of the world, not least because it helps us to 

understand how to live together here in peace and mutual respect. I wish you well in the project…” 
Incidentally, Rev Rosemary Hoad of St Mary’s, where we are today, also wrote with her support. 
 
• From Susan Hafid of the Arab Group in Hounslow -  
“Twinning is a valuable form of humanitarian work which offers the opportunity to educate a new generation by 

promoting and actively learning about different cultures. We view this as a step forward and would welcome and 

support the re-establishment of this link.”  
 
• From Mrs Felstead, the Headteacher of Oaklands Special School in Isleworth - 
“I wish to offer our support. Because Oaklands is a special school for young people with disabilities, we are 

especially interested in making links with disability groups in the city and sharing good practice in the future.” 
Now, Oaklands really is a special school - you may have seen in last week’s Chronicle that it has just been 
judged as “outstanding” in its recent Ofsted report, for the fourth time. We’ve also been told about a school for 
blind girls in Ramallah, by a Conservative Hounslow Councillor, with which he has links. Perhaps there’s an 
opportunity for an introduction. 
 
• And finally, from Brentford Football Club, the borough’s premiere football team, whose CEO of community 

sports says that they are - 
“proud to support the work of fellow community groups such as the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Group” and 
“hope that the revival of this partnership will prove beneficial to both communities as a way to develop cultural 

and educational links and support for both”. 
Brentford football club has been rightly praised for the community engagement work that it has been doing for 
so many years now. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see Griffin Park play host to a match between the Bees and 
Ramallah’s top team, or even the Palestinian national side. What a crowd that would attract.  
 
Looking at these diverse examples - and there are others I haven’t mentioned, you simply couldn’t say that this 
twinning is for the benefit of just one part of the community, or one ethnic or religious group. 
 
I know for a fact, because I know or recognise many people in this hall tonight, that we have people here from 
all sorts of faith backgrounds - Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, agnostic, and I’m sure others.  
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And if anyone has concerns about political angles, well, there are none. We’ve had support from Conservative, 
Labour, Liberal Democrat and Independent Councillors. 
 
It might sound grand, but I like to think that twinning, and this twinning in particular, is above matters of religion 
or politics. Politics are undeniably there in the background, but the twinning itself is about people, and the things 
that unite us in our humanity.  
 
And a final point. Some people might think of twinning with Ramallah as a one-way process, that we somehow 
‘adopt a place less fortunate’ and help them out. I personally would be uncomfortable with that kind view, 
finding it untrue and just a little patronising. Friendship is a two-way street, and I think we in Hounslow have as 
much to gain from the folk of Ramallah, as they have from us, by reviving the relationship between our two 
communities.  
 
If you look at our society today, with questions over community cohesion, and with our day-to-day freedoms 
increasingly eroded by ever-growing rules, regulations and cynicism, I would say we have a tremendous amount 
to benefit from getting to know the people of Ramallah - their culture, their striving and application, their 
ingenuity, their optimism and their civic pride. 
 
Literally this morning we have received a letter from the Mayor of Ramallah, which Nosheen will read out.  
 
Nosheen Karim Özcan read aloud - “It is with great emotion that we read your last letter. The support you are 

giving us to revive this unique Local Authority twinning, is a testimony to the importance of such a relationship, 

symbolically but also regarding the projects that can be done on the ground. 

The city of Ramallah is the most central city in Palestine, thanks to its economic and cultural attractiveness. It is 

now seeking to find its place on the world map, convinced that international relations with foreign local 

authorities are as many ties between our citizens. Those ties are essential for a better understanding, which is 

the first and foremost step towards peace. That is why your action is so important.” 
 
Aun Qurashi concluded - So where do we go from here? Which projects do we embark on? That will be for you, 
the members of the new Association, to suggest and decide. I’m sure that once we hear from our guests, there 
will be plenty to inspire us.”  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Alison Wernberg-Møller then introduced and progressed the inaugural meeting’s formal business.  
 
Attenders had been provided with copies of the proposed Constitution and membership forms on arrival at the 
hall from 6.30pm. A motion to formally adopt the Constitution was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously 
by members.  
 
Alison Wernberg-Møller announced - 
“I’m pleased to state that at 7.05 pm on Monday the 15th of February 2010, the “Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning 

Association” has been formally constituted”, to applause from attendees. 
 
Alison Wernberg-Møller explained the new Association’s need to form a Committee to run and manage its 
affairs, and reported that seven nominations for membership of the Committee had been received from members 
prior to the meeting, naming the individuals. The election and co-option procedures were explained and other 
members in attendance were given the opportunity to present further nominations for places on the Committee. 
No more nominations were received and the seven nominees (listed below) were duly declared elected.  
• Nourine Ahmad 
• Sheila Brown 
• Nosheen Karim Özcan  
• Temoor Khan  
• Aun Qurashi  
• Alison Wernberg-Møller 
• Mohammed Yahya. 
 
John Connelly made an announcement, explaining that he intended to approach Councillors at the London 
Borough of Hounslow with the aim of securing the Local Authority’s formal recognition of the newly 
constituted “Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association”, in line with Council policy. John Connelly’s proposed 
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course of action was seconded and unanimously agreed by members, thereby concluding the evening’s formal 
business.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
His Excellency Professor Manuel Hassassian, the Palestinian Ambassador, was introduced to the gathering. The 
Ambassador addressed the meeting, expressing his happiness and support for the revived twinning link, 
describing life and culture in Ramallah, and explaining the potential benefits of the relationship. The 
Ambassador was applauded by all and thanked for his speech. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Mohammed Yahya, ‘spoken-word artist and rapper’, was introduced to the gathering. Mohammed Yahya 
performed his spoken work entitled ‘Jenin’. This was received with a great show of appreciation from everyone 
present. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
A distinguished panel for a ‘Question & Answer’ session was then introduced, comprising -  
• Professor Manuel Hassassian (Diplomat and Academic) 
• Abe Hayeem (Architect and Activist, and founder member of APJP) 
• Andree Ryan (Long-standing member of the Dundee-Nablus Twinning Association and now a founder 

member of the Hanwell-Sebastia Friendship Association)  
• Yara Sharif (Architect and Researcher at the University of Westminster) 
• Nasser Golzari (Architect and University Tutor).  
 
The audience asked a range of questions, focussing around twinning, and drawing on panel members’ knowledge 
of Ramallah and Palestine and their experience of the practicalities of participating in project work. After an 
engaging session of discussion, the panel were thanked by all present. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
John Connelly encouraged anyone present who had not yet signed up as a member to do so, and also welcomed 
donations to help support and fund the work of the new Association.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
His Excellency Professor Manuel Hassassian, the Palestinian Ambassador was invited to perform the honour of 
cutting a ceremonial “Hounslow-Ramallah Reunited” cake.  
 
[The Ambassador had earlier intimated his pleasure at accepting the position of (joint) Honorary President of the 
Association - the other position of (joint) Honorary President being constitutionally offered to the Mayor of 
Hounslow.] 
 
Attendees came forward to partake in the cake and chat, and the meeting was closed at 8.30pm.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Committee Meeting 

 
A brief standing meeting of the new Committee took place from 8.45pm to 8.50pm.  
 
Present (quorum) -   
Sheila Brown, Nosheen Karim Özcan, Aun Qurashi, Alison Wernberg-Møller, Mohammed Yahya. 
 
• Association member Sana Serroukh approached the Committee and expressed an interest in becoming a 

Committee member. Members agreed unanimously to co-opt and welcome Sana Serroukh onto the 
Committee. 

• The Committee elected from its members the following as office-bearers of the Association - 
o Chair - Nosheen Karim Özcan 
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o Vice Chair - Alison Wernberg-Møller 
o Secretary - Aun Qurashi 
o Treasurer - Sheila Brown. 

• It was agreed that steps should be taken to open a bank account for the Association, with the Islamic Bank 
of Britain being considered a suitable bank. 

• It was agreed that office-bearers would be in touch as appropriate with a view to arranging the first full 
Committee meeting. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
End of notes. 
 

 

The Association’s Constitution 

 

 
CONSTITUTION of the  

Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association 
 
For approval at the Inaugural General Meeting, 15th February 2010. 
 
1.  Name 
 
The Association shall be called the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association (hereinafter referred to as “the 
Association”). 
 
2.  Aims 

 
2.1 To promote and foster the development of friendship and understanding between the people of the London 
Borough of Hounslow (“Hounslow”) and the people of the city of Ramallah (“Ramallah”). 
 
2.2 To encourage links between individuals and groups in Hounslow and Ramallah, and by doing so to broaden 
mutual understanding between people of all ages through educational programmes and cultural and recreational 
exchanges. 
 
2.3 To organise fund-raising activities to foster the aims of the Association. 
 
2.4 To promote and encourage twinning projects between Hounslow and Ramallah, particularly of an 
educational and cultural nature. 
 
2.5 To endeavour to ensure that at least one twinning project goes ahead each year. 
 
3.  Membership 
 
3.1 Membership of the Association shall be open to all persons or organisations interested in promoting the aims 
of twinning between Hounslow and Ramallah. There shall be two categories of membership - individual 
membership and corporate membership (entitling not more than two members of the organisation to the rights 
conferred on individual members). 
 
3.2 All members shall pay such annual subscription as shall be fixed from time-to-time by the twinning 
committee. The annual subscription for the succeeding year will fall due at the beginning of the Association’s 
financial year. Any member whose subscription is three months in arrears shall automatically cease to be a 
member of the Association.  
 
4.  Committee 
 
4.1 The affairs of the Association shall be administered by a twinning committee (“the Committee”). The 
Committee shall consist of a minimum of 7 and a maximum of 15 members, elected from amongst the members 
of the Association at each Annual General Meeting (or the Inaugural General Meeting), plus the Mayor of 
Hounslow and the Palestinian Ambassador who shall be invited to serve as (joint) Honorary President of the 
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Association during their respective terms of office. In addition to the Committee members above, up to four 
elected members (Councillors) of the London Borough of Hounslow may be accepted as members of the 
Committee. 
 
4.2 Subject to the terms of this constitution, the Committee shall have full authority to take any action which it 
considers desirable to further the objects of the Association. The Committee shall also have power to withdraw 
membership from any member of the Association. Any proposal to withdraw membership shall be dealt with at a 
Special Meeting of the Committee called for that purpose and a Notice calling the meeting shall specify the 
name of the member concerned. That member shall have the right to be heard at the meeting and any motion to 
withdraw membership shall only be effective if there is a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at the 
meeting in favour of the motion. 
 
4.3 Nominations for membership of the Committee shall be made in writing at least 14 days before the Annual 
General Meeting in each year (or at the Inaugural General Meeting). The nominee shall require to consent to the 
nomination verbally or in writing before election. In the event of there being no more nominations than there are 
vacancies, all of the nominees shall be declared duly elected.  In the event of there being more nominations than 
vacancies, the members of the Committee shall be elected by a simple show of hands at the meeting. 
 
4.4 Members of the Committee shall take office at the end of the meeting at which they are elected and shall 
hold office until the end of the Annual General Meeting next succeeding including any adjournment 
thereof. They shall be eligible for re-election. 
 
4.5 The Committee shall elect from its members a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and such other office-
bearers as it may, in its discretion, consider necessary or desirable. Any two of these offices may, in the 
discretion of the Committee, be combined. The Committee shall be entitled to delegate to such office-bearers 
such powers as it may deem appropriate.  
 
4.6 The Committee shall also be entitled to co-opt to the membership of the Committee such persons from the 
membership of the Association as it considers desirable, so long as the maximum number of members permitted 
on the Committee is not exceeded. Any member so appointed shall hold office until the end of the Annual 
General Meeting next succeeding including any adjournment thereof and shall be eligible for re-election. 
 
4.7 The Committee shall have power to appoint, from the membership of the Association, such sub-committees 
as they may from time-to-time decide, and to determine the powers, composition and terms of reference of any 
such sub-committee. Members of the sub-committees shall hold office until the end of the next Annual General 
Meeting and they shall be eligible for re-election. 
 
4.8 The quorum of the Committee shall be four members, and for meetings of any sub-committee shall be three 
members. 
 
4.9 The Chair of the Committee, the Secretary and the Treasurer shall be ex officio members of all sub-
committees. 
 
5.  Meetings 
 
5.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held each year in the month of October on a date to 
be fixed by the Committee. The Secretary shall, at least 21 days prior to such date, issue to all members notice of 
such meeting specifying the date, time and place and the items of business to be placed before the meeting. At 
the Annual General Meeting the Committee shall submit a report of the activities of the Association and the 
audited accounts for the preceding year. 
 
5.2 An Extraordinary General Meeting shall be called by the Secretary on the instruction of the Committee or on 
a requisition to that effect signed by not fewer than nine members of the Association and specifying the matter or 
matters to be considered at such a meeting.  An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association shall take 
place within 28 days of such an instruction being given or such requisition being made and shall be called on not 
less than 21 days’ notice in writing which notice shall specify the matters to be discussed at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting. 
 
5.3 Meetings of the Committee shall be held on such dates as may from time-to-time be approved by the 
Committee or by the Chair. The Secretary shall give all members of the Committee not less than seven clear 
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days’ notice in writing of the date, time and place of the meeting and of the items of business to be considered. 
 
5.4 The Chair at any General Meeting of the Association or the Committee shall be taken by the Chair of the 
Association, whom failing by the Vice-Chair, whom failing by such other member of the Committee as may be 
elected by the members present at the meeting. 
 
5.5 In the event of an equality of votes at any meeting the Chair of the meeting shall have a casting vote as well 
as a deliberative vote. 
 
5.6 The Secretary shall ensure that minutes are kept of all the General Meetings and Committee and sub-
committee meetings of the Association. 
 
6.  Finance 
 
6.1 All monies received on behalf of the Association shall be kept in safe custody by the Treasurer, and all 
cheques drawn on the Association’s account shall be signed by any two of the Chair, Treasurer or Secretary. 
 
6.2 The financial year of the Association shall be from 1st April to 31st March. 
 
6.3 The Treasurer shall keep proper financial accounts of the finances of the Association and shall at the Annual 
General Meeting submit audited accounts for the financial year. 
 
6.4 An auditor shall be appointed each year at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
6.5 The Treasurer shall open such account or accounts with a bank or banks approved by the Committee as the 
Committee may consider necessary or desirable. 
 
6.6 Surplus funds from time-to-time may be invested by the Committee at their discretion. 
 
6.7 The Committee shall have no power to borrow money or to incur a bank overdraft without the authority of 
the Association in General Meeting.  
 
7.  Voting 
 
7.1 Only members present at a meeting shall be entitled to vote. 
 
7.2 Each individual member shall be entitled to one vote. 
 
7.3 A member of the Committee or a sub-committee shall be entitled to vote only if he/she is also a member of 
the Association. 
 
8.  Amendment of the Constitution 
 
A General Meeting of the Association shall have power to amend this Constitution provided that the nature of 
the amendment is specified in a notice to all members setting out the date, time and place of the meeting, and 
issued not less than 21 days prior to such date, and that the amendment is approved by a majority of not less than 
two thirds of the votes recorded by members present at the meeting. 
 
9.  Dissolution of the Association 
 
9.1 A General Meeting of the Association shall have power to dissolve the Association provided that the 
proposal to dissolve is specified in a notice to all members setting out the date, time and place of the meeting and 
issued not less than 21 days prior to that date and that the dissolution is approved by a majority of not less than 
two thirds of the votes recorded at the meeting, provided that there shall be a minimum of recorded votes of not 
less than two thirds of all the members of the Association at that time. A proposal to dissolve the Association 
shall be submitted to a General Meeting only on a motion by the Committee or in pursuance of a requisition 
submitted to the Secretary signed by not fewer than 11 members or by two thirds of the existing members of the 
Association, whichever shall be the lesser.  Members who are unable to attend such a meeting shall be entitled to 
record their votes by notice, bearing the name and address of and signed by the member, posted or delivered to 
the Secretary so as to reach him not later than the time of commencement of the meeting as specified in the 
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notice calling the same. 
 
9.2 If the motion to dissolve the Association is successful the whole funds and assets of the Association, after 
settlement of outstanding obligations, shall be disposed of by the Committee in the spirit of this Constitution. 
 
 
February 2010. 
 

 

Membership Form 

 

The Association’s membership form is reproduced below.  

 

 

 

 

A number of community organisations, run or funded by the London Borough of Hounslow 

and relating to youth work, the arts and women’s groups, have expressed a desire for active 

involvement in future twinning projects but are reluctant to publicly declare this before the 

Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association has gained formal recognition from the Council. 

 

 

March 2010 - Publicity and Progress 

 

The Association’s website was launched in early March 2010 - www.hounslow-ramallah.org - 

and media interest has resulted in the Association being publicised on television.  

 

The Association’s Committee had its first full meeting on 14/03/10, and its first twinning projects 

are currently being discussed. 
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6. FORMAL RECOGNITION BY THE LONDON BOROUGH OF HOUNSLOW 

 

 

Request for a Special Meeting of the Council 

 

In the week commencing 15th March 2010, Councillor John Connelly, having secured 

approximately twenty-three signatures from Councillors, submitted a formal request to the 

Mayor of Hounslow to call a Special Meeting of the Council to seek formal recognition of the 

Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association.  

 

 

23rd March 2010 - Response from the Mayor of Hounslow 

 
From: Paul.Lynch@hounslow.gov.uk 
To: Sheila8832@aol.com 
CC: Mark.Gilks@hounslow.gov.uk, Terry.Welsh@hounslow.gov.uk, Thomas.Ribbits@hounslow.gov.uk, 
Julie.Davies@hounslow.gov.uk 
Sent: 23/03/2010 23:12:54 GMT Standard Time 
Subj: Request for a Special Meeting of the Borough Council 
  
Dear John, 
  
Thank for your request to me for a Special Meeting of the Council in accordance with rule 3.2(v) of the Council 
Procedures Rules.   
  
As your request does not explain why the matter should be treated as a matter of urgency, it is not clear to me 
how the rule applies to this request. The rule is quite explicit on the matter of urgency. Nevertheless, on the basis 
that the reason for urgency will be explained, and as the matter is important to those who signed the request, I 
propose a Special Meeting be held on the rising of the ordinary meeting of the Borough Council scheduled for 
Tuesday 27th April 2010.   
  
Your propose empowering an independent association, about which we know little, to represent the Council. In 
the interests of democracy and transparency, the Borough Council meeting needs detailed information about the 
Hounslow-Ramallah Town Twinning Association: its governance arrangements; aims; membership; as well as 
details of any other organisations that it might involve.  Please can you arrange for a report covering these 
matters, and providing background on the Hounslow-Ramallah Town Twinning Association, to be provided to 
me, or to the Chief Executive, by Tuesday 6th April 2010 so that officers comments may be added and we still 
comply with the usual timetable for publication of papers coming to Borough Council. 
  
I am aware that under Council Standing Orders it is not mandatory to provide a paper accordance with the usual 
Borough Council protocols as part of calling a Special Meeting of the Council in accordance with rule 3.2(v) but 
I hope you will agree that doing so will help us to have an informed and reasonable debate. 
  
Yours, 
  
Paul Lynch 
  
Mayor of the London Borough of Hounslow 

 

 

Agenda for Special Meeting of the Council 

 
An extract from the published Council agenda is reproduced below. 
 
A special meeting of the Borough Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Lampton Road, Hounslow on Tuesday, 27th April 2010 at 7.35pm or on the rising of the earlier 
meeting of the Borough council that evening, whichever is the later. 
MEMBERSHIP 
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The Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
All other Members of the Council 
AGENDA 
This special meeting is convened in accordance with clause 3.3 of the Council procedure 
rules section of the constitution and no business other than that set out in this agenda 
shall be considered. 
1. Apologies for Absence, Other Announcements and Declarations 
of Interest from Members 
Motion 
2. Proposed by Councillor John Connelly, Seconded by Councillor 
Jagdish Sharma 
"This council welcomes the re-establishment of the Hounslow-Ramallah Town Twinning 
Association and agrees that the body be formally recognised by the Council as its 
representative twinning organisation". 
DECLARING INTERESTS 
Committee members are reminded that if they have a personal interest in any matter being 
discussed at the meeting they must declare the interest and if the interest is also a prejudicial 
interest then they may not take part in any discussion or vote on the matter. 
Mark Gilks, 
Chief Executive, 
Civic Centre, 
Lampton Road, 
Hounslow, 
TW3 4DN 
Published on 24th March 2010 
AGENDA ENDS 
 

 

 

Report compiled by the Hounslow-Ramallah Twinning Association, 

April 2010. 


